Freedom Elementary PTO

General Meeting Agenda

September 16, 2014
Welcome and Call to Order - Chrissy Fairey, PTO President 

Introductions of the PTO Committee: 

· Chrissy Fairey - President 

· Lucy Aungst - Vice President 

· Debbie Oler - Treasurer 

· Kathy McReynolds - Secretary 
· Mrs. Laura Campbell, Assistant Principal
•   Join our Facebook Page: Freedom Falcons PTO Facebook page is the main way to keep    up with all communications about PTO and school events.
· Main fund raising goal for the PTO this year is to raise funds to purchase multi-media equipment for the morning TV announcements put on by students.

· Volunteer forms must be filled out by parents who wish to volunteer in any school functions, classroom, field trips, etc. The form can be found on the PTO site and is available in the front office.
· Mrs Campbell – Assistant Principal provided the principal’s report:

SAC – Attend the Students Activity Council meetings – It’s another good way to meet the principals and keep up with student activities! Next School Advisory Committee Meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 27 from 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

New Online program for the students:
· iReady – is a new online program that all grades will participate in during school hours. Third, Fourth, and Fifth graders will be provided login information to also access the web site from home. Login information will be sent home soon.

· Wonders – New Online Reading Series available to K-5 during school hours. Third, Fourth, and Fifth graders will also have access to the site from home. Login information will be sent home soon.

· Go Math –Math online program that should be available in about a month. Login information will be provided and sent home as well as soon as the issues setting up the site have been resolved. 

Announced at a recent school board meeting Freedom Elementary is a five star school with an A rating again! This could not be achieved without the Freedom Teachers, Administration, and Families.
• BoxTops Incentive Program (Chairperson is Danielle Thompsen) – Looking for volunteers to help count the box tops already submitted for Friday morning. The school gets .10 for each box top turned in….once the classroom reaches a certain goal the class can earn a pizza party or ice cream party. Another fund raising goal includes taping the principals to the stage floor in the cafeteria. More information to come as soon as the ideas are finalized!
· Supply Closet (Chairperson is Mindy Keene Chairperson) The Supply Closet provides school supplies for students whose parents cannot provide for them. If you know anyone that works for a company like Walmart, Publix, or any other local company that can make a donation to the closet let the PTO know. Families can also contribute to the supply closet. 
Save the following Dates:

• Wednesday & Thursday, September 17-18 is Picture Days 

• Friday, October 3 - Muffins with Mom (A Chairperson is still needed) 7:45-8:30 am – Mrs. Campbell mentioned that we will need to order approximately 300 muffins for the event. 
• Monday, October 6 - Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night -  A portion of the sales made to Freedom Families get donated to the school PTO.
• Friday, October 24 - Character Dance from 6:30-8:30 (Shelley Merritt, Chairperson) – Is looking for volunteers to help decorate, donate or borrow decorations for the event, run activities, and sale food and Freedom merchandise. A sign up form will be sent out similar to the Sweets for Teachers event once plans have been finalized. A photographer will be on sight to take pictures which will be available to students for a small fee. More ideas to come! 
• Saturday, December 6 - Breakfast with Santa (Lisa Thompsen, Chairperson) - Still finalizing the plans. More information to come! November 12th is our Court Yard event - It’s a tribute to veterans and the local first responders. The event is usually standing room only. You may want to bring tissues.  Be at the school by 8:30am for parking.

· Treasurer Report  - Debbie Oler, PTO Treasurer passed around the treasurer’s report – shows to date what funds are in the checking account, savings account, and what funds have been spent to purchase school t-shirts (available to teachers for $8.00 and parents for $10.00), bumper stickers, bookmarks, bracelets, and the soar badges.

• Sponsor Fundraising (Jen Franczyk, Sponsor Liaison) - Sponsor Drive and a Brick Sell – Red, White, and Blue Sponsorship – Depending on the amount the business donates to the school determines what level of sponsorship rating. For certain levels we could offer to place a link to the business on our school PTO Facebook page. Another idea was for Gold sponsorship, we could place a plaque in the school, the company name added to t-shirts, etc.  A lot of ground work visiting and calling local businesses. Developing a flyer to provide businesses; once the flyer is available if anyone knows of a company that is looking to do some local community assistance we can send you a flyer to present to the business. If any local Freedom families who own businesses want to sponsor the school please let the PTO know and we can send you the flyer as well. 

Bringing back the Brick Sponsor – cost per brick engraving is approximately $25 – we are thinking about selling a single brick for $75.00 or two bricks for 100.00. Still finalizing pricing ideas! 
• Spirit Wear – We are looking to provide a possible catalog or web site where Freedom Families can order Freedom merchandise like clothing, magnets, etc.
• Next PTO meeting: Tuesday, November 18 - PTO Meeting @ 7:00-8:30 

• Childcare Provided 

• Guest Speaker for the next PTO meeting is a Pediatrician – Speech will include information about the current strain of flu and ways to help avoid contracting the flu. 

Guest Speaker: Justin Su’a, Head coach for mental conditioning at IMG Academy

Most important team is the family!
Two things to make your kids more mentally tough!
1.  Must be more positive/Identifying positive events (bright spots) – provide a more optimistic and positive environment for your children at home, in the classroom, and on the field in sports. Focus on the bright spots, on the good that is happening to enhance your child’s performance. A positive brain performs better. Research is saying for every negative thing you say you must say three positive things to counter act the negative item.
2. Spread Positivity – it is contagious – the way we look and the way we carry ourselves. Our behavior - smile back and say hello to everyone you pass (10-5 rule). Be deliberate with your facial expression. 
Justin has a website you can visit for additional information: www.parentpeptalks.com
